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Humanities Seminars Program 
Immigration and the U.S.-Mexico Border 

 
Fall 2017 

Tuesdays 1:00-3:00pm 
 
 

 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus CELESTINO FERNANDEZ, PhD 
School of Sociology 
celestino@arizona.edu  
 
Required Text: 

 Rubio-Goldsmith, Raquel; Celestino Fernández, Jessie K. Finch and Araceli Masterson-
Algar, Eds.  Migrant Deaths in the Arizona Desert: La Vida No Vale Nada.  Tucson, AZ: 
University of Arizona Press, 2016. 
ISBN-13: 978-0-8165-3252-0 

Note: the Editors of this book do not receive any royalties from the sale of this 
book. 
 

Recommended Texts: 

 Ferguson, K., N.A. Price and T. Parks. Crossing with the Virgin: Stories From the Migrant 
Trail. Tucson, AZ: University of Arizona Press, 2010. 
ISBN 978-0-8165-2854-7 

 Urrea, Luís Alberto.  The Devil’s Highway: A True Story.  New York: Little, Brown and 
Company, 2004. 
ISBN 0-316-74671-1 

 
Since the formation of the current U.S.-Mexico border resulting from the Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo and the Gadsden Purchase, immigration (both legal and unauthorized) 
across this border has been a hotly debated political issue. That debate continues today as seen 
in the rhetoric of last year’s presidential election and the various issues pertaining to the 
border, including “The Wall,” the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and 
immigration.  

This seminar will explore various immigration issues across the U.S.-Mexico border 
through historical, humanistic, and sociological lenses. It focuses on the human drama that has 
played out, and continues to do so today, as people from Latin America attempt to cross the 
U.S.-Mexico border, the most frequently crossed in the world. Some of the questions addressed 
include: What is the border? Who crosses it? Why do they cross? Can the issue of immigration 
be resolved? 

Questions and discussion are highly encouraged. 
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Schedule:  
October 24: Historical Overview of the Border and Immigration 
 Reading: Rubio-Goldsmith, et al. Pp. 3-93: Introduction and Stations 1 and 2 
 
October 31: Who Crosses and Why 
 Reading: Rubio-Goldsmith, et al. Pp. 95-149: Station 3 
 
November 7: Migrant Stories: From Death to Success 
 Reading: Rubio-Goldsmith, et al. Pp. 151-189: Station 4 
 
November 14: The Future of the Border and Immigration 
 Reading: Rubio-Goldsmith, et al. Pp. 191-264: Station 5 


