Syllabus

Course Title: The Geology of Just About Everything-Tales of a Field Geologist
Dates: January 31 to February 28, 2022
Time: 10AM- 12PM

Overview

In this course we will look at Earth History from beginning to end, focusing on a few
key events or processes that have shaped our planet and shaped the emergence of life
and our species. | have traveled far and wide in exploring this history and I can relate
many personal experiences that I hope will make the telling interesting and

relevant. Below is a list of five topics that we will explore in this course, closing with
some speculation about how intriguing our time period (the Holocene) will appear to
geologists and tourists millions of years from now. There are also one to two
background readings with each lecture session. I will bring in some examples of
rocks types encountered in my travels to illustrate various points in the lectures.

Date Topic Reading

January 31 Earth Evolution and The Emergence of Oxygen | Berner, Blaustein

February 7 Mountain Building and Earth Climate: Ruddiman
Adventures in Tibet and Nepal

February 14 Major Catastrophies in Earth History Schulte

February 21 Search of Early Hominids in East Africa Ko

February 28 the Geology of the Future Reed . Zalasievicz
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